
Becoming Human Again: a Theology of Sanctification 
Lesson 10: On Discerning the Will of God & the Leading of the Spirit  

[Part 1]: The Two Different Paradigms 
 

Introduction 

I. Popular notions of the Spirit’s leading for discerning God’s will for your life 
 

 
II. The primary roots of this theology go back to sixteenth century “enthusiasm” (lit. “God-

within-ism”): 
 

A. Enthusiasm  
 

B. Their “proof texts”  
 

C. The Reformer’s use of the tertius usus legis against enthusiasm 
 
 
 

D. The problem is not a reliance on “God within us”; it is in the supposition that God 
speaks in us apart from His word outside of us. We must understand the difference 
between the Spirit working cum verbo (“with the word”) v. sine verbo (“without the 
word”); or, between the Spirit's “illumination” and the Spirit’s “revelation” 

 

1. Illumination = the grace to apply scriptural commands to one’s life; it is the Spirit-
wrought ability to discern what the word of God as contained in scripture would 
direct us to do in a given case. 
 

2. Revelation = a custom-tailored directive from God to an individual, to the effect 
that one should make some decision x, though x is not expressly commanded in 
scripture nor inferable from scripture 

 
The Orthodox Two-Wills Paradigm 
 

I. God’s decretive will = what He has planned:  
 

A. Texts] Rev 4:11; Daniel 4:17,35; Ephesians 1:11; Matt 10:29; James 4:15; Acts 18:21; 1 
Corinthians 4:19; 16:7; Romans 15:2 
 

B. God’s decretive will is manifested in only two ways: prophetically and providentially 
 
 
 



II. God’s preceptive will = what He has commanded  
 

A. Texts: Psalm 40: 8; 143:10; Matt 6:9-10; 7:21; 12:50; John 7:17; I Thes 4:3-6; Eph 5:14-18; 1 
Peter 2:15; 1 Jn 2:17; Eph 6:6 

 
B. God’s preceptive will is a binding imperative, never a mere suggestion.  

 
C. God reveals His preceptive will in clearly communicated words, whether written or 

audible, that we may know His commands and take responsibility for obeying them:   
 

D. God’s preceptive will is objectively contained in scripture and so open to the public 
discovery and debate:    

 
III. Contrasting God’s preceptive will and decretive will:  

 
A. The decretive will cannot possibly be resisted by men; the preceptive will can be 

resisted and almost always is  
 

B. The decretive will permits violations of the preceptive will; that is, God decrees that 
men sin against his precepts:  

 
C. The preceptive will forbids us from trying to foreknow the decretive will:   

 
D. But the preceptive will is for men to study, know, and regulate their lives by:  

 
A Third Will of God?  
 
IV. The third will: God’s will as a plan-to-be-discerned:  

 
A. First, adherents off this position start on the (correct) assumption that God has a 

plan for each of our lives:  
 

B. Secondly, they then infer (erroneously) that God would have them discern this plan:  
 

C. Thirdly, from this they draw a reasonable but false conclusion that God will guide or 
direct them by extra-biblical means: 
 

 
V. Observations about this third-will theory: 

 


